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What	can	you	write	an	article	about

How	to	write	articles	fast	is	an	art	form	I’ve	spent	some	time	perfecting.	See,	I	don’t	really	want	to	spend	more	than	20	minutes	a	day	writing	an	article.	And	I	spent	no	more	than	20	minutes	writing	this	article.	I	realize	this	is	writing	blasphemy.	But	when	I	have	a	daily	schedule	to	post	on	and	a	business	to	run,	I	can’t	find	more	time	to	write.	There
simply	isn’t	time	to	spend	hours	polishing	every	single	blog	post	or	writing	2,000-word	articles.	Writing	quickly	doesn’t	mean	compromising	on	writing	well,	though.	I’ve	got	10	tips	to	get	you	in	and	out	of	that	composition	box	fast	–	without	sacrificing	quality.	1.	Keep	an	idea	list	When	inspiration	for	a	post	strikes,	scribble	it	down	in	a	notebook	or
word	file.	For	many	bloggers	and	content	creators,	finding	the	topic	to	write	about	takes	up	half	the	time.	Keeping	an	idea	list	to	capture	more	creative	content	ideas	lets	you	leap	in	to	a	new	post	quickly	when	you’re	ready	to	write.	2.	Let	your	ideas	incubate	If	you	try	to	force	yourself	to	come	up	with	supporting	information	for	your	brilliant	idea	right
away,	it’s	going	to	take	ages.	Let	that	topic	sit	for	a	few	days,	though,	and	you	can	add	new	ideas	as	they	occurs	to	you.	And	when	you’re	ready	to	write,	you’ll	already	have	all	the	supporting	info	you	need.	3.	Edit	before	you	start	You’ve	probably	got	twice	as	many	ideas	as	you	need	at	this	point,	so	it’s	time	to	be	brutal	with	your	content	editing.	Cut
out	any	supporting	idea	that	doesn’t	fit	with	the	main	topic	of	the	article.	Remember,	we’re	talking	about	how	write	articles	fast,	not	an	epic.	You	can	always	use	the	ideas	you	don’t	need	for	later	posts.	4.	Use	bullet	points	When	you	learn	how	to	write	bullet	points,	it	can	make	writing	an	article	fast	a	lot	simpler,	in	terms	of	organization.	You	no	longer
have	to	figure	out	transitions	from	one	idea	to	the	next.	The	great	side	benefit	is	that	readers	like	lists.	They’re	easier	for	the	eye	to	follow.	5.	Keep	it	short	If	you	want	to	finish	that	article	fast,	try	to	keep	it	under	1,000	words.	Don’t	feel	like	you’re	skimping	on	quality	content,	either.	This	article	isn’t	more	than	1,000	words	but	it’s	chock-full	of
information.	Make	every	word	count	and	you’ll	save	time	without	letting	quality	slip.	6.	Stay	distraction-free	It’s	easier	to	learn	how	to	write	a	short	article	when	you	can	dedicate	time	to	focus	on	the	task.	If	you	can	stop	distractions	and	commit	to	45	minutes	of	solid	writing	time,	you’ll	be	surprised	by	how	much	you	can	get	done.	Turn	off
notifications	on	your	phone,	or	put	it	in	another	room.	Only	use	your	web	browser	for	research	related	to	your	article.	7.	Write	in	pre-defined	time	intervals	See	how	I	mentioned	committing	to	45	minutes	in	the	tip	above?	It	could	be	30	minutes	or	90	minutes	as	well.	The	point	is	to	set	a	certain	period	of	time	specifically	for	writing.	You	can	even	set	a
timer	to	keep	you	on	track.	When	the	time	is	up,	you	can	do	other	work.	8.	Don’t	overthink	it	Once	you’ve	carved	out	your	distraction-free	space,	you	want	to	start	writing	as	quickly	as	possible.	Second-guessing	your	idea	is	just	going	to	eat	away	at	the	time	you’ve	set	aside	to	write.	You	can	explore	other	content	ideas	later.	Use	this	time	to	complete
your	assignment.	9.	Come	back	later	When	you	don’t	feel	like	writing,	don’t	try	to	force	the	words	to	come.	Save	the	article	and	work	on	something	else	for	a	while	until	you’re	no	longer	stuck.	If	inspiration	strikes,	open	up	that	document	again.	You	can	even	switch	from	one	blog	post	to	another,	spending	a	few	minutes	on	each	as	ideas	comes	to	you.
It’s	a	huge	time-saver.	10.	Never	save	a	good	idea	It’s	tempting,	when	you	look	through	your	list	of	content	ideas,	to	save	the	best	ones	for	later	because	you	think	they’ll	be	easier	to	write.	You	don’t	want	to	save	time	later,	you	want	to	save	time	now.	Do	the	articles	you	know	will	come	easily	and	make	the	most	of	that	time.	Follow	these	simple	steps
and	you’ll	be	on	your	way	to	writing	articles	fast.	Thank	you	to	guest	blogger	Michelle	Shaeffer	Sometimes	you	just	need	a	little	spark	to	help	you	come	up	with	your	next	blog	post	or	article	idea.	Well,	sharpen	your	pencil	or	sit	down	at	your	keyboard	and	get	your	creative	juices	flowing	with	these	50	title	ideas.	I	hope	there’s	at	least	one	that	might
be	just	the	perfect	inspiration	you	need	to	get	started	on	your	next	writing	project:	1.	Why	I	Blog	2.	My	Love	Affair	With…	3.	Interview	with	(someone	who’s	no	longer	living	–	you	make	up	the	answers	you	think	they’d	give)	4.	A	Charity	You	Should	Know	About	5.	If	I	Ran	the	World	6.	5	Books	You	Need	to	Read	7.	The	One	Thing	I	Do	Every	Day	8.	If
Keyboards	Could	Talk	9.	My	Favorite	Thing	About	Facebook	10.	The	Coolest	Thing	I’ve	Found	in	Google	11.	The	Weirdest	Thing	I’ve	Found	in	Google	12.	Why	I	Don’t	Write	Poetry	13.	If	I	Were	Writing	a	Screenplay	14.	Cover	Story	Dreams	(if	you	were	on	the	cover	of	a	magazine	which	one	would	it	be	and	why)	15.	A	Turning	Point	16.	Thoughts	Winter
Brings	to	Mind	17.	Creativity	Lessons	from	Children	18.	What	My	Popcorn	Maker	Taught	Me	About	Demand	in	Business	19.	Playing	Devil’s	Advocate	with	the	Voices	in	My	Head	20.	Technology	I	Can’t	Live	Without	21.	How	I	Overcome	Challenges	22.	The	Biggest	Goal	I’ve	Achieved	So	Far	23.	What	I	Do	When	I	Fail	24.	If	I	Were	My	Mother	I’d	Tell
Myself…	25.	What	I	Wish	They’d	Invent	26.	What	X	Will	Be	Like	In	10	Years	27.	Business	Tools	Worth	the	Money	28.	My	Favorite	Free	Tools/Resources	29.	What’s	on	My	Desk	Right	Now	30.	Top	3	Favorite	YouTube	Videos	31.	If	I	Could	Only	Visit	One	Website	Today…	32.	Best	Bumper	Sticker	I’ve	Seen	Lately	33.	What	I’d	Do	Differently	if	I	Were
(Insert	Big	Brand	Here)	34.	The	One	Thing	I	Wish	I’d	Known	Before…	35.	The	5	or	10	Websites	I	Visit	Most	Often	36.	Things	I’ve	Learned	on	Twitter	37.	How	to	Reinvent	Yourself	38.	Childhood	Plans	(What	I	Wanted	to	Be	When	I	Grew	Up)	39.	If	Space	Travel	Were	Here	Today	40.	A	Business	Product	That	Changed	My	Business	41.	One	Person	I’m
Glad	I	Met	42.	My	Favorite	Quotes	and	Why	43.	Lessons	I’ve	Learned	in	Business	44.	A	Tale	of	Two	Clients	(Talk	About	What	Makes	a	Great	Client	vs.	Not-So-Great	Client)	45.	Inspired	Creations	(Share	Favorite	Creation	if	You’re	Artistic)	46.	How	to	Know	You’re	On	The	Right	Path	47.	Intuition	and	Business	48.	Where	to	Find	Support	for	Your
Ambitions	49.	Dreaming	Big	Enough	50.	Learning	to	Relax…	Take	a	Mini-Vacation…	Since	I	started	blogging	nearly	4	years	ago,	I've	discovered	the	joy --and	frustration -- of	deciding	what	to	write	about.	Sometimes	an	idea	spontaneously	comes	to	mind	and	I'm	compelled	to	sit	down	right	there	and	then	and	hammer	out	a	post	and	hit	publish.	At	other
times,	a	topic	I've	been	chewing	on	and	researching	finally	crystallizes	in	my	mind	and	flows	naturally	and	quickly	through	my	fingertips.And	then	there	are	the	moments	when	I	hit	a	wall.	Try	as	I	might,	I	can't	come	up	with	a	distinctive	angle	for	my	post,	or	decide	what	I	want	to	say	that	will	add	something	new	to	the	conversation	on	the	topic.	I	call
this	"blogger's	block."Every	blogger	faces	this	problem	at	one	time	or	another.	Some	folks	believe	the	best	remedy	for	this	is	to	just	sit	down	and	write,	publish -- and	then	do	it	again	(and	again).But	what	if	there	were	a	shortcut?	A	quick	"cheat	sheet"	to	get	you	started?	Here	are	16	topic	ideas	that	might	give	you	some	quick	inspiration	and	practical
ideas	when	you	find	yourself	up	against	"the	wall":All	of	us	have	an	inexhaustible	well	of	unique	experiences	from	our	personal	and	professional	lives	that	we	can	draw	upon	for	our	posts.	Set	the	scene,	tell	what	happened,	then	share	what	you	learned	from	your	experience.	No	need	to	conduct	exhaustive	research	on	Google.	Just	write	what	you	know,
share	what	you've	learned,	and	give	readers	a	peek	into	how	you	see	the	world.	You	know	something	can	be	done	differently	or	better,	and	you	know	how	to	do	it,	so	why	not	share	that?	Some	of	my	most	popular	articles	have	been	the	ones	where	I	was	passionate--even	angry,	sometimes--about	an	issue	that	I	felt	needed	to	be	addressed.	If	you	feel
strongly	about	something,	it's	very	likely	others	will	too.This	format	offers	an	inexhaustible	supply	of	potential	ideas.	If	you	know	how	to	do	something -- even	if	it's	slightly	better	or	different	than	how	others	do	it -- then	you	can	probably	write	about	it.	Take	something	you	do	well,	break	it	down	into	steps,	and	then	illustrate	and	support	each	step	in	the
process	with	facts	and	examples.You're	probably	an	expert	at	certain	things,	but	haven't	shared	what	you	know	with	a	wider	audience.	Write	a	list	with	tips	on	how	to	do	something	better,	drawing	on	the	years	of	experience	you've	acquired	and	the	understanding	of	the	topic	that	only	you	possess.People	like	to	read	and	share	content	about	topics	that
are	in	the	news	and	that	could	have	an	impact	on	their	professional	and	personal	lives.	Weigh-in	with	your	take	on	a	trending	topic	or	breaking	news	item.	Ever	read	a	blog	post	and	realized	that	you	knew	more	than	the	writer	about	the	topic,	or	believed	you	could	do	a	better	job	at	writing	about	it?	Find	ideas	from	content	that	has	already	been
published	and	put	your	unique	spin	on	it.	As	long	as	you	add	your	own	perspective	and	analysis	to	the	topic --and	you	don't	simply	copy	what	the	original	post	said -- then	the	topic	is	fair	game.This	is	another	type	of	post	format	that	offers	a	virtually	inexhaustible	supply	of	potential	topics	to	write	about.	If	you've	done	something	that	has	generated
tangible	results	in	an	area	that	people	are	struggling	with	or	trying	to	do	better	at,	then	it's	likely	they'll	want	to	know	about	it.	There's	only	so	much	you	can	draw	on	from	your	own	experience	that	you	can	write	about.	And	that's	okay,	 because	you	have	other	people's	experience	to	draw	upon!	There	are	so	many	fascinating	and	useful	stories	of
success	that	you	can	draw	from	for	your	posts.	Just	remember	to	give	credit	where	it's	due.Sometimes	a	handful	of	quotes	from	an	inspiring	leader	or	artist,	or	surprising	facts	about	their	lives,	can	make	for	an	interesting	and	quick	read.	The	key	is	to	tie	the	quotes	or	facts	together	around	a	central	message	or	theme	that	you	want	to	convey	with
your	post.I'm	surprised	by	how	little	cross-pollination	there	is	between	the	worlds	of	podcasting	and	blogging.	Why	aren't	more	writers	diving	into	the	amazing	content	that	is	being	produced	in	the	podcasting	world	each	and	every	day,	and	using	that	content	for	their	blog	posts?	Podcasts	offer	a	motherlode	of	topic	ideas	and	meaty	content	you	can
use	for	your	blog	posts.	By	pegging	your	post	to	a	major	holiday	or	recurring	event	like	Mother's	Day	or	the	annual	college	graduation	season,	your	post	will	become	more	timely	and	relevant.There	are	so	many	interesting	stories	that	are	waiting	to	be	told.	Just	invite	someone	for	an	interview,	prepare	some	questions	around	a	theme,	and	hit	record.
Write	up	the	lessons	you	learned	and	insights	you	gleaned	from	the	conversation.	Read	the	tea	leaves	once	in	a	while	and	call	out	a	trend	you	know	is	brewing.	Just	be	sure	you've	got	some	facts	to	back	up	your	forecasts.You	write	lots	of	emails	each	day	without	considering	it	"writing".	But	what	if	your	email	were	your	blog	post?	Think	about	a	piece
of	advice	you	want	to	share	with	someone,	write	it	as	an	email	to	that	person	(without	using	real	names,	of	course),	and	hit	publish.	It	will	flow	easily,	and	it	will	sound	like	your	authentic	voice--because	it	is.You're	not	a	writer	of	fiction -- or	so	you	think.	Try	this	experiment:	Write	a	short	dialogue	between	yourself	and	an	imaginary	person	that	you
would	like	to	talk	to	about	a	topic	that	you	feel	passionate	about.	Dialogue	can	be	surprisingly	easy	to	write,	and	like	the	fictional	email	technique,	it	will	sound	authentic.Reflect	on	how	someone --whether	you	actually	knew	him	or	not --had	a	profound	impact	on	your	career,	or	some	aspect	of	your	life.	These	can	be	brief	but	powerful	pieces	that
require	little	more	than	tapping	into	your	memory	and	personal	impressions.This	list	is	of	course	by	no	means	exhaustive.	But	I	hope	it	gives	you	some	ideas	the	next	time	you	run	out	of	topics	to	write	about.Ultimately,	the	best	cure	for	"blogger's	block"	is	to	simply	choose	a	topic,	write	a	post,	and	hit	publish.And	then	do	it	all	over	again.A	version	of
this	article	appeared	on	LinkedIn.
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